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The Warriors lost 

their first round game 

of the District Tourna-

ment to William Penn 

85-50, but rebound-

ed to beat West York 

in the consolation 

round 58-54, but as 

noted above, they 

lost to Milton Hershey 

in the next round 66-

39 to end their sea-

son.  Hopefully next 

year the Warriors can 

rebound and bring a 

division title back to 

Gettysburg for Bas-

ketball. 

The 2018-2019 Get-

tysburg High School 

Boys Basketball 

Team had a pretty 

good season despite 

a losing record.  The 

Warriors were led by 

head coach Law-

rence Williams in his 

second season in Di-

vision II play. The 

Warriors also made it 

to the District Tourna-

ment, losing to Milton 

Hershey in the conso-

lation round.   

The Warriors graduat-

ed four seniors this 

year: David James, 

Simeon Davis, Josh 

Topper and Ammon 

Robinson.  Juniors 

Charles Warren, Zach 

Ketterman, and 

Sophomore Quadir 

Copeland contributed 

nicely to the team. 

Additionally, Gettys-

burg has some nice 

talent returning next 

year in Sam Douds, 

Andrew Hirneisen, 

Tayshon Foster, and 

Marshall Mott.   

B o y s ’  B a s k e t b a l l  

A l e x  N y i r i  

The boys' basketball team ended with a record 

of 11-12. The team made it to Districts with this 

record. Though they lost in the PIAA District 5 A 

consolation game, the boys still had a great sea-

son, and we hope that they will accomplish 

much more next season.  
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Marron, and Trinity Wadja. 

The head coach for the team is Jeff 

Bair, and assistant coaches are Toby 

Good, Lauren Nell, and Chris Richard-

son. 

 

 

 

The winter sports season at GAHS has 

been very successful. The Lady Warri-

ors basketball team has an outstand-

ing record of 23 - 7. Even with no sen-

iors, the team made it to both the 

division and district championship. 

Sadly, the Lady Warriors lost both, but 

not without a season full of great vic-

tories.  

Winter sports began on November 16. 

One sport that involves a lot of dedi-

cation and effort is basketball. Girls’ 

basketball is coached by Jeff Bair, a 

teacher at Gettysburg Area High 

School. There are currently 17 players 

on both junior varsity and varsity. Only 

six girls play exclusively on varsity, but 

it is a strong six. Also, many JV players 

have stepped up to the plate and 

played against difficult varsity teams. 

The girls’ basketball team was strong 

many years ago but has declined in 

recent years. Jeff Bair has been deter-

mined to turn the program around 

since he took the role as coach two 

years ago. 

He has done just that, and the girls 

have had a tremendous season. They 

made it much further than they have 

in recent years. For much of the regu-

lar season, they remained undefeated 

in the division and only had one loss 

outside of the division. They battled 

for the division championships but 

suffered a tough loss to Kennard-

Dale. This was not the end of their 

season though, as they advanced to 

districts. “We are so excited that we 

are having such a great season, and 

we are excited to be moving forward,” 

says freshman Anne Bair. Even 

though they lost to Kennard-Dale, the 

thought of going to districts motivated 

the team and created excitement in 

Gettysburg. This lit a fire under the 

team and gave them what they need-

ed to have an amazing run at dis-

tricts. 

Last year, the team did not even 

make it into districts. However, this 

year they were almost district champi-

ons. Going into districts they were the 

number three seed. They won their 

first game, which entered them into 

states. They continued to knock off 

team after team as they charged their 

way to the district championships. 

They played the 12th seed, Palmyra, 

for the district title. This was a big 

deal for the Gettysburg community, as 

this opportunity does not happen very 

often. Many dedicated fans made the 

almost two hour trip to the Santander 

Arena in Reading to watch the game. 

Approximately 70 Gettysburg students 

rode a fan bus to the game. At the 

end of the first half, Gettysburg had 

the lead. Unfortunately, Palmyra came 

back for the win in the second half. 

Although this was a disappointing 

loss, it did not take away from the 

great accomplishments achieved by 

the team. They still received a second 

place title and advanced to states. 

The first state game occurred on Sat-

urday, March 9. The girls were able to 

win this game and moved onto the 

next round. Unfortunately, they suf-

fered a tough loss in the second 

round, but the team’s hopes are high 

for next season. There are no seniors 

on the team so there is another year 

for them to work together. 

The players on strictly varsity are Karli 

Bortner, Lily Natter, Anne Bair, Chey-

enne Proctor, Taylor Richardson, and 

Madison Proctor. Those playing most-

ly or exclusively on JV include Carly 

Eckhart, Autumn Oaster, Izzy Witt, 

Skye Shepard, Briana Abate, Maddy 

Knerr, Kaya Vail, Emily Scavito, Caitlin 

G i r l ’ s  B a s k e t b a l l  

K e l t y  O a s t e r  
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ed by Southwestern, but still 

achieved many personal records. 

Their final home meet and Senior 

Night was on January 3, against 

New Oxford. The boys brought 

home a win that night with a final 

score of 109-51. 

Their next match was against 

Shippensburg and the boys ended 

up victorious. West York was their 

last dual meet, and then they were 

headed off to Counties. During the 

various matches of Counties both 

the girls' team and the boys' team 

November16, 2019, marked the 

start to the swimming season and 

the team’s first practice. After 

their strenuous practices they had 

to compete in their first meet on 

December 11, at Gettysburg Col-

lege. Their second home meet was 

held on the 13th at the college, 

just two days later. On the same 

day at their third meet, Dylan Bish-

op, Harry Nelson, and Kassidy 

Oussoren all set new personal 

records with Jacob Nelson winning 

his respective events. During their 

next meet, members were defeat-

prospered and earned themselves 

a spot in districts on the first and 

second of March. In the 200 free 

relay the boys placed second, Ja-

cob Nelson placed second in the 

100 fly and fourth in the 400 free, 

and in the 400 relay the boys 

placed seventh. 

         B o y s ’  S w i m m i n g  

J . T  

District 3 AA Championship, Mor-

gan Newell placed third for the 

100 fly and sixth for the 100 free. 

Hanna Brainard placed fourth for 

the 200 free. Katie Ketterman, 

Julia Geesaman, Hanna Brainard, 

and Morgan Newell placed sixth 

for the 400 free relay. 

 

Grace Floreck, Katie Ketterman, Mor-

gan Newell, and Hannah Brainard 

pose for a photo after winning their 

medals. Morgan, Katie, Hannah, and 

Julia Geesaman 

ended up going to 

the District 3 AA 

Championship 

and finishing 6th 

place for the 400 

  Girls’ swimming team members 

arrived at Gettysburg College eve-

ry Monday and Wednesday by 

6:15, practicing until it was time 

to leave for school.   

The coaches for the swim team 

are Coach Turner and Coach Har-

dy. They want to do everything 

they can to make the girls swim 

team the best it can be. There are 

many girls who participated this 

year, more than last year. Every-

one can tell that the girls really 

wanted it this year because they 

were pushing so hard. They de-

serve these medals because they 

are giving everything they have, 

placing in several meets. The girls 

work well together as a team and 

they get along well. It is important 

for sports teams to get along be-

cause it affects how well the team 

will do. The girls have had some 

loses during their meets, but they 

did not let that stop them. They 

got up and said they will try even 

harder at the next meet. The boys 

are also doing really well and this 

has an effect on both teams be-

cause they all support each other. 

The girls have done a great job 

this season with winning many of 

their meets and getting some per-

sonal records. Many of the girls 

swimmers made it to districts and 

moved on to states. For the PIAA 

G i r l s ’  S w i m m i n g  

K a y l e i g h  L e D o u r a n  
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Newell says, “I wished I could have 

done better, but I am still happy with 

my performance overall.” Nelson was 

pleased with his performance at his 

last high school swim meet. Brainard, 

who is a freshman, was very excited 

just to have qualified. Overall, this 

year the Gettysburg swim team was a 

very impressive group of athletes, and 

it is exciting to think about what is in 

store for next year. 

Swimming was not always this excit-

ing or even this available to teenag-

ers. According to the Olympics official 

website, “Swimming was not widely 

practiced until the early 19th century 

when the National Swimming Society 

of Great Britain began to hold compe-

titions. Most early swimmers used the 

breaststroke, or a form of it.” Men 

began competing in competitive swim-

ming well before women, who were 

allowed to compete beginning in 

1912. By that time men had many 

events in which they could compete 

and swimming became a highly recog-

nized sport. Only competitive swim-

ming was this inclusive and high 

school swimming was not very popu-

lar. However, now high school swim-

ming is something that most schools 

have and is very popular in the United 

States of America. 

This swim season has been filled with 

many new swimmers making star ap-

pearances and veteran swimmers 

leading another great season. The 

Warrior Girls’ Swim team may have 

only won one meet this season, but 

their improvement was amazing. The 

boys one-upped the girls with two 

wins and also had a wonderful sea-

son. Both teams welcomed many new 

swimmers, many of whom had never 

been on a swim team before. 

“Swimming is an insanely hard sport 

that takes courage and perseverance, 

and anyone who is brave enough to 

join the team has automatically 

earned my respect,” says Coach 

Amanda Turner. Turner is joined by 

Kevin Hardy and Jill Herr to coach 

both teams. The coaches push every 

swimmer to do their best and give 

them the opportunity to improve. Be-

tween swim practices every day after 

school from 3:00-5:00, morning lifting 

from 6:00-7:00 Mondays and 

Wednesdays before school, and more 

lifting on Saturdays from 7:00-8:00 

the coaches definitely keep the swim-

mers busy. 

Captain Morgan Newell, one of the 

Warriors star swimmers, says, 

“Swimming is my passion and it was 

so wonderful to see all of the new 

faces this year. It definitely made the 

season so much more enjoyable.” 

Newell captures first or second place 

in almost every meet in which she 

swims. At the county championship, 

she placed third in her main event, 

100 butterfly. She also medaled for 

her secondary event, 100 freestyle, 

qualifying her for the district champi-

onships. At districts, she placed third 

again for her 100 butterfly and sixth 

for 100 freestyle. These times then 

qualified her for the state champion-

ships where she is seeded for seventh 

place in the 100 butterfly. 

The relay team of Hannah Brainard, 

Katie Ketterman, Grace Floreck, and 

Newell also qualified for the district 

championships. Another relay team of 

Natalie Hurwitch, Paige Clapsadle, 

Grace Floreck, and Julia Geesaman 

qualified as well. The Warriors Girls’ 

Team had one last relay team qualify 

for districts and they placed 6th in the 

district! This team was made up of 

Newell, Ketterman, Brainard, and 

Geesaman. Hannah Brainard will also 

be attending the state championships 

for the 200 freestyle individual event. 

The boys’ relay team of Dyllan Bishop, 

Harry Nelson, Collin Campbell, and 

Jacob Bordatto qualified for districts. 

Two more relay teams qualified, which 

were made up of the same four swim-

mers, Jacob Nelson, Kassidy 

Oussoren, Brandon Gladfelter, and 

Bennett Hudson. These boys qualified 

for states as a relay team and placed 

second in the district as well! Jacob 

Nelson will also be competing at the 

state championships in the same 

events as Newell. 

UPDATE: 

The 2018-2019 swim season was full 

of many successes, especially at the 

State Championships. Morgan Newell 

and Jacob Nelson had impressive 

performances, as did Hannah 

Brainard and the boys’ relay team. 

S w i m m i n g  

G r a c e  F l o r e c k  
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for months. Even if they 

don’t get first place, it 

doesn’t mean they are out 

of the running. 

The girls keep winning as if 

win were a middle name. 

The team makes first 

place seem like home. We 

hope to see them there at 

the U.S. Finals. 

The Gettysburg Area High 

School winter cheer squad 

has been successful this 

season. They have been 

the first cheer group in 

Gettysburg’s history ever 

to compete in States. (First 

row; Olivia Bellinger, Allin 

Ramirez-Mendez, Madison 

Miller, Ashlea Clapsaddle. 

Second Row; Salina 

Sanchez, Brianna Sim-

mons, Tim Lavelle, Citlaly 

Jimenez,  Erica Diaz- Her-

nandez. Third Row; Coach 

K. Shiver, Allison Dunlap, 

Aurora Macazar, Kamile 

Griffin, Coach S. Helfrick) 

 

Cheerleading is a sport 

that requires a lot of accu-

racy and focus. People 

disagree about whether or 

not cheerleading is a 

sport. Winter cheerleading 

competes and exists for 

basketball only. This sea-

son they competed against 

19 other teams and they 

placed ninth. For the first 

time in Gettysburg history, 

the cheerleading team 

competed in states. This 

means they were one of 

the teams to represent 

Pennsylvania. Later in 

May, the team will be able 

to go to U.S. Finals. Teams 

from all over the world 

come and compete 

against each other and 

only the best of the best 

wins the money. This sea-

son the team has the most 

members they’ve had in a 

while, and they are show-

ing that the hard work is 

paying off. 

This season the cheer 

team has been working 

extra hard. They have been 

doubling up on practices 

for most of the season. 

The cheerleading team 

performs for the boys’ and 

girls’ home basketball 

games. This means they 

have multiple games a 

week along with their dou-

ble practices. During quar-

ter changes they perform a 

routine that takes hours, 

sometimes days, to per-

fect. When they stunt it 

only takes one girl to mess 

up the slightest bit and the 

whole group can fall. They 

need to trust one another 

so they believe they will 

not get hurt. Through all 

the blood, sweat, and 

tears the cheerleaders will 

always smile and perform 

at their very best. 

They have gotten first 

place for almost all of their 

competitions. The girls 

quote “Our year, no fear.” 

They are showing us that 

they aren’t just all talk. The 

Warriors cheer team com-

peted at the competition 

“Reach The Beach” down 

in Ocean City, Maryland. 

They competed against 

some of the best cheer 

teams in the state and 

placed 6th. The coach, 

Shannon Helfrick used to 

be a Gettysburg Area High 

School Cheerleader and 

she is coaching them right 

to the finals. This year the 

cheer team has gone far-

ther in the competitions 

then they have in many 

years. Their competitions 

are different from any oth-

er competitions. They only 

have 2 minutes to show 

what they have worked on 

W i n t e r  C h e e r l e a d i n g  

M e l l i s a  P e a r t  
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Gettysburg Area School District 

BE HERE. BE 

INVOLVED. BE 

COMMITTED. 

 

The Winter Sports season was extended because of mul-

tiple playoffs. Additionally,  teachers and students were 

overseas for periods of up to nine days. Therefore Gettys-

burg Gazette is finally releasing the Winter Sports Is-

sue.  We apologize for this delay. We hope to squeeze in a 

Spring Sports Issue as well. In the meantime, please en-

joy our recap.  


